For some time the Council of the Royal Society of Medicine has been considering how best it migh1 improve and bring up to date its journal Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine, which has appeared continuously, with only minor modifications, since 1907, From this issue it will have a new look and a new title, Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine. It is published by the RSM and Academic Press, with whom the Society has been collaborating since January 1977.
The aim of the new journal will be not only to maintain the literary and scientific interest of Proceedings, but also to enlarge its scope: in addition to publishing the more important papers communicated at meetings of the Society's Sections and the texts of the Society's main lectures, the Journal will publish other papers of a high medicoscientific standard, as well as signed editorials, Section news, letters to the Editor, and other topical features. Thus the Journal of the Royal Society ofMedicine will have a wide medical interest which should appeal to a large readership: it will reflect current advances in the science and practice of medicine, as well as being the forum for reporting on the Society'S own expanding activities.
The arrangements for editing the Journal have been revised so as to keep in step with its expanded scope, and the Society has been happy to appoint Dr Victor Bloom as Editor. Since January 1976. Dr Bloom, with the help of two Honorary Editors and an Editorial Board of six Fellows of the Society, has been entrusted with the challenging task of producing a medical journal of outstanding merit, As President of the Society I am confident that he and his colleagues will be able to meet this challenge and that the new journal will fulfil the Society's highest expectations.
John Dacie President, Royal Society ofMedicine
